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Upon his appointment as Secretary of the
Interior by President John F. Kennedy, Stew-
art Udall exhibited the visionary leadership
that preserved the natural and cultural herit-
age of Point Reyes National Seashore as well
as other important seashores and lakeshores
in the National Park System. He declared that
“few areas in government leave a more abid-
ing and visible mark on our land and our indi-
vidual future than what is done or not done by
the Department of Interior. Our success will be
measured by the scars of neglect that are re-
moved and the creative programs we realize
in improving this great land of ours.”

As an Arizona native, Secretary Udall
brought to the Kennedy and Johnson adminis-
trations a unique understanding of the value of
the ecosystems of the western United States.
His Cabinet career resulted in The Wilderness
Bill, The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, and the cre-
ation of four new national parks, six national
monuments, eight seashores and lakeshores,
nine recreation areas, twenty historic sites,
and 56 wildlife refuges.

Continuing his exploration of Western
issues, Secretary Udall has documented the
history of much of the region in several books,
most recently, The Forgotten Founders: Re-
thinking the History of the Old West. This book
brings to life the stories of actual people who
settled the land, dispelling the myth of the pre-
dominance of handsome, six-gun-toting cow-
boys.

Mr. Speaker, Stewart Udall’s vision, dedica-
tion, and leadership exemplify the best in pub-
lic service. In his own words, “In the long run
the best politics is a job well done.”

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF NEIL KENNETH
BURRASTON

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the life and legacy of Mr. Neil Burraston, a
Principal Consultant in the California State
Legislature who recently passed away.

For more than 30 years, Burraston helped
advance the political careers of countless Cali-
fornia legislators by providing them with in-
valuable advice and unmatched policymaking
expertise. More importantly, the numerous
policies he helped draft on workers compensa-
tion, have improved the lives of millions of
working families in California.

After a stellar administrative career in the
New York State Legislature, Neil began his
career with the California State Legislature in
1972 as an Administrative Analyst in both the
Legislative Analyst’s Office and the Joint Leg-
islative Budget Committee. His mastery of
state government policy-making was recog-
nized by his colleagues in 1984, when he was
promoted to Senior Consultant for the Senate
Committee on Industrial Relations and later to
Principal Consultant in 1993. When | was
Chair of the Senate Industrial Relations Com-
mittee in the late 1990s, Burraston’s expertise
and advice helped me to make informed deci-
sions about issues before the committee.

A near-fatal illness provided Burraston with
renewed insight into the value and purpose of
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life and the impact one can have on others
outside the family. As an active member in his
community, he advocated to end alcohol
abuse among families and vulnerable children.
As President of the National Council on Alco-
holism, he helped organize the National Asso-
ciation of Adult Children of Alcoholics and
sponsored youth support groups for young
people who wished to live a life free of alcohol
abuse.

Born in Payson, Utah on 1938, Burraston
earned his bachelor's and master's degree in
political studies from Brigham Young Univer-
sity. A devout Mormon and an active member
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, Burraston suffered a heart attack while
serving on a Latter-day Saint mission and died
on February 28, 2004, in San Antonio, Texas.
He leaves behind his loving wife, Amanda, five
children, 16 grandchildren and two siblings.

Neil Burraston will always be known for his
contributions to the State of California, its Leg-
islature, and its people. His work will always
be a model for other consultants and legisla-
tors to learn and emulate. Although we will
miss Neil dearly, his life and legacy will live in
our hearts forever.

———
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sad
heart that | rise to pay tribute to the passing
of a selfless servant from my district. Mike
Bloss, a native of Winter Park, Colorado, was
recently killed while serving our country in Iraq
as a contract security specialist. A beloved fig-
ure in his community, Mike dedicated his ef-
forts to teaching students with disabilities how
to ski and mountain bike. As his family and
community mourn his passing, | believe it ap-
propriate to bring his contributions to his com-
munity, state, and country to the attention of
this body of Congress and this nation.

Mike was a retired Welsh special forces offi-
cer who began as a volunteer at the National
Sports Center for the Disabled in Winter Park.
As he gained more experience through var-
ious instruction certification programs, he
turned the volunteering opportunity into a sea-
sonal job. Mike was a fond employee of the
organization who demonstrated great under-
standing for the needs of skiers with disabil-
ities, having suffered a foot injury himself from
a fall he took while he was in the military. As
an additional source of income and for the
chance of an adventure, Mike took on contract
jobs with a Virginia firm that specialized in
high-risk private security.

Mr. Speaker, Mike Bloss was a dedicated
man who selflessly served his community and
country, and | am honored to recognize his
sacrifice before this body of Congress and this
nation. His lifetime of service is an incredible
model for America’s youth. My thoughts and
prayers go out to his family during this difficult
time of bereavement.

May 6, 2004

IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL
BESCHLOSS, 2004 RECIPIENT OF
THE HARRY S TRUMAN AWARD
FOR PUBLIC SERVICE
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Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in recognition of Michael R. Beschloss,
who is receiving the 2004 Harry S Truman
Award for Public Service from the City of Inde-
pendence at the Truman Presidential Museum
and Library on May 7, 2004. After President
Truman's death on December 26, 1972, the
City of Independence established this award
to honor an outstanding individual who pos-
sesses the qualities of Harry S Truman. Since
1974, the annual award has honored individ-
uals who have demonstrated “dedication, in-
dustry, ability, honesty and integrity” in their
significant contributions to our country.

This year's recipient is the award winning
historian and highly acclaimed author, Michael
Beschloss. Last year, Beschloss generously
agreed to be the keynote speaker for the Tru-
man Presidential Library and Museum “Wild
About Harry” fundraiser. Mr. Beschloss re-
ceived rave reviews, as he captivated the au-
dience with his humor and knowledge of presi-
dential history. In his presentation, Mr.
Beschloss said, “There is library so much on
the cutting edge of what a library should do
than the Truman Library.” Mr. Beschloss’s
participation was the laudable attraction that
generated the funds to ensure the expansion
of educational programs and exhibits at the
Truman Library. With seven books to his cred-
it, Newsweek has called him “the nation’s
leading Presidential historian,” and he has
found a number of venues to pursue his ca-
reer. As a respected author, essayist, editor,
and television commentator, he continually
lends an insightful eye to his informative and
authoritative commentary and analysis of cur-
rent and historic events in American culture.
Beschloss has taken us behind the scenes in
his research of many of the presidents since
Roosevelt.

Like President Harry S Truman, Michael
Beschloss found common ground in the belief
that men are driven by history. President Tru-
man stated, “It takes men to make history, or
there would be no history. History does not
make the man.” Michael Beschloss has tradi-
tionally examined the inner workings of the
presidency and political events throughout his
publications and media appearances. His re-
search has led him to explore presidential de-
cision making and pinpoint administrative par-
adigm shifts in his analysis of new directions
and he has explained their impact on domestic
and foreign affairs.

President Truman said, “My debt to history
is one which cannot be calculated. | know of
no other motivation which so accounts for my
awakening interest as a young lad in the prin-
ciples of leadership and government.” Michael
Beschloss has examined the principles and
actions of our nation’s leaders and his writing
is distinguished with analysis and illumination
of the political process. For the past twenty
years, he has articulated the deeper layers of
thought and action that color the American po-
litical process, and he has earned the status
as one of the most trusted experts on Presi-
dents and the election process.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T12:00:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




